Prayer Requests & Announcements

» April continues to improve. She is still experiencing seizures.

» Ross is in SW Colorado hunting this week returning Saturday,
11/11.

» Debbie is Traveling.

» Tom & Kate will be traveling to the Truth Board meeting this
week.

» Chad is having nose surgery this Friday.

» Rody Gumpad, from the Philippines, is currently in the US. He will
be with us and preach a gospel meeting for us from Wednesday
11/15- Sunday 11/19.

» The Christians in the Philippines.

» We have started a bible class on 6:00pm Monday nights at Chad’s
home. All are welcome to join.

For prayer requests, call or text
Assignments
Today Wednesday

Bible Study — Tom Mitchell

Song Leader — David Porter
Lord’s Table — Tom Mitchell
Sermon — Chad Mitchell

Bible Study — Chad Mitchell
Song Leader — David Porter
Invitation — David Porter

Next Sunday
Bible Study — David Porter

Song Leader — David Porter
Lord’s Table — Ross Ward
Sermon — Ross Ward

Next Wednesday

Bible Study — Ross Ward
Song Leader — Chad Mitchell
Invitation — Ross Ward
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God Has Spoken

By Kris Brewer, Bozeman, MT

In Hebrews 1:1-2 the author of Hebrews (whom | believe to be the
apostle Paul) begins his epistle by emphasizing the fact that God has spoken.
While some may see these verses as only establishing some history of God
sending His word to mankind, in reality the author is achieving much more. Why
might he start here, rather than in the way that so many of the other epistles
begin (with an introduction or salutation)?

First consider that the author is writing to a group of Christians that had
been converted from Judaism. They were considering returning to that faith, as
it would relieve some (if not all) of the persecution that they were facing. So,
the author starts by speaking of God revealing His mind to His people. In times
past, He did that through the prophets. These Jewish Christians would have had
the utmost respect for the prophets, and would have acknowledged their
authority. The writer then tells them that the in these “last days” God has
spoken to us through His Son. If they respected the prophets and saw them as
authoritative, how much more so should they view the Son of God? They should
be even more willing to be obedient to the Son!

This is the beginning of what will be a long sequence of arguments by
the author to establish the predominance of the Son over anything that had
come before Him. Christ is so much greater than what God had used in times
past. He is greater than the prophets. He is greater than the angels. He is
greater than Moses. He is greater than Melchizedek. He is greater than
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Abraham. He is greater than the Old Covenant. He is greater than the Levitical
priesthood. By establishing the superiority of Christ, the author should be
establishing the need to heed the word that is spoken through Him!

The method that God proclaimed His word was through the prophets,
and through His Son. In both of these cases, it is evident that the delivery of that
word was of the utmost importance. Many of the prophets suffered at the hands
of the very people that God was trying to deliver His word to. Men were
persecuted and killed because of their work in delivering the word of God. The
importance of the delivery of God’s message is especially evident in the sending
of His Son. Jesus conveys the manner that the prophets were received, as well
as the way that He would ultimately be received in a parable in Matthew 21:33-
45,

If God has gone to so much trouble to proclaim His will, surely He
expects something from mankind. Why would He spend so much time and effort
revealing His mind, at the expense of the lives of the men who were used, if He
had no expectation of obedience? When one understands that “God spoke,” he
must also understand that he has some obligation to be obedient to God. So,
the mere fact that God has spoken has placed upon all of mankind the
responsibility to be obedient to the word that was revealed. How can we reject
this obligation, knowing what it took for God to get the message to us in the first
place?

Knowing all of this, it is amazing to hear people talk about the word of
God. There are many who have an attitude that God’s word is nothing more
than a book of suggestions that we can take or leave. We can pick through them,
being obedient to the ones that we like, and ignore the ones that we don’t like.
Others think that they are free to choose to improve upon God’s word. Surely
we can come up with better ways of doing things than what God has revealed!
After all, we probably know people a bit better than God does, and so our way
of doing things is probably better than His! Essentially, what it comes down to
is this: People think they are smarter than God. Of course, no one ever actually
says that out loud, but in reality it is exactly what they say with their actions.
How else do we explain it when we look into God’s word, and treat it as if it is
wrong? We must believe it to be wrong if we think there is a better way!

Finally, consider that if God has spoken, there are consequences. A part of
what God has spoken is that He will judge all the world. There is a reward for
those who are righteous, and punishment for those who are not righteous. The

very word that He reveals to us defines what it means to be righteous. We
cannot be righteous and ignore what God has revealed. We cannot claim to be
a child of His and then not do what He has commanded us to do. Once we
dismiss what has been revealed, we separate ourselves from God. We can be a
“good person,” but that is not the criteria for being in a relationship with God.

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many
will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders
in Your name?’ And then | will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!” “Therefore whoever
hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, | will liken him to a wise
man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did
not fall, for it was founded on the rock. “But everyone who hears
these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish
man who built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell.
And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:21-27)

Only those who are willing to do the will of the Father will be pleasing to
Him. There will be many who will claim to have been faithful on the Day of
Judgment, but claiming faithfulness, and living faithfulness are two completely
different ideas! May we choose to heed the word that God has spoken so that
we do not have to hear our Judge turn us away with the words, “I never knew
you; depart from Me you who practice lawlessness!”

Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). We
need to make sure that we love, not just in word, but also in deed (1 John 3:18).
We must show our love for Christ by keeping the word which was delivered
through Him. God has, in these last days, spoken to us through His Son. Now,

what are you going to do about it?



