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Created in God’s Image

By Doy Moyer
Genesis is a battleground for worldviews. Humanists know that to undermine
the teachings and concepts of Genesis will ultimately undermine Christianity.
They know that biblical ideas are contrary to the evolutionary concepts to which
they so dearly cling. Do Christians understand the importance of Genesis so well?
Genesis matters because it is the foundation for understanding our relationship
to God. Genesis teaches us who God is and who we are in relationship to Him. If
we will have a proper view of who we are, then we must start with God.

“When | consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the

moon and the stars, which You have ordained; what is man that

You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for

him?” (Psalm 8:3-4)
Trying to understand who we are without God will never work. This is one of the
fundamental failures of naturalism. Humanists seek to understand man first,
then speculate how man invented God. The biblical perspective is very different.
Not only does God come first, but mankind is made in God’s image (1:26-27).
Identity, purpose, and destiny can only be understood within these perimeters:

“God created man in His own image, in the image of God He

created him; male and female He created them.”
Male and female are made in God’s image. The “image of God” is likely well
beyond what we fully grasp. We are complicated creatures. We struggle to
understand. How much more do we struggle to understand the infinite God?
Since God is able to do far abundantly beyond anything we can ask or think (Eph
3:20), we would do well to maintain some humility. Though far from exhaustive,
I would suggest that being made in God’s image includes:
Reason. God made us with the ability to think and reason. The idea of God
communicating with mankind in any way shows God’s expectation of reason. We
have minds capable of reflecting, thinking, and deciding. We are made to think,
and this ability reflects the image of God.




Morality. We are moral creatures, but why? Darwinists assume that what we call
moral behavior evolved just like everything else, but brute materialism does not
have the ability to explain why we should or should not do anything good or bad.
The biblical worldview understands that morality is tied to the Creator. God is,
by nature, moral. “There is only One who is good.” God doesn’t just do or
command good, He is good. He made humans moral creatures with the ability to
choose right or wrong. This is not something applied to the animal world. Dogs
don’t contemplate the moral ramifications of their actions. We don’t call a tiger
immoral for killing another tiger. Only humans have this moral nature, and this
directly connects us to God’s image.

Love. God is love (1 John 4:16). The nature of love is that it seeks a loving
response. God made humans with the capacity to love. This comes with a risk,
for if we can choose to love, then we are able to choose not to love. Choosing
not to love will have great consequence. Love, then, is tied to free will, for love
cannot be forced. If loving God is the greatest commandment, then it must be
chosen. Our capacity to love, together with our moral nature and ability to
reason, are powerful reflections of being made in God’s image.

Dominion. In the context of Genesis 1 is the idea of dominion. Mankind was
made to rule over all other created things. This concept of kingship stems from
God Himself, who is the ultimate Ruler. Being made in God’s image means
responsible rule and leadership. Humans were made as the crowning glory of
God’s creation, and this calls upon us to act appropriately. This is not for our own
selfish ambition or pride. Rather, we are to submit ourselves to God and His
glory, just as Jesus, our King, acted.

Why sin is a problem: Sin is a problem precisely because we are made in God’s
image. Animals have no moral dilemma or guilt. We, on the other hand, are guilty
of sin because we are reasoning, moral creatures who can choose to love or not
love God. If love means anything, then there will be consequences for not loving
Him.

Law is a reflection of God’s character and nature. Sin is a transgression of God’s
law (1 John 3:4), and a falling short of God’s glory (Rom 3:23). Sin violates the
glory and nature of God. When we sin against God, we also sin against ourselves,
acting contrary to the image in which we have been made. The consequences of
sin should drive this point home.

Being made in God’s image, we were created to serve Him and not ourselves. Let
us remember that proper reason, pure morality, undefiled love, and responsible
dominion are what God expects of us. We, of all creation, are especially blessed
to be created in God’s image. Now, we continue striving to be conformed to the
image of His Son. Respecting who we are will necessarily involve respecting the
One who made us this way.



Ugliness of Sin

By Ross Ward
In the recent decades there has been a very successful campaign against drunk
driving that has been led by the organization MADD (Mothers Against Drunk
Drivers). It is readily admitted that their campaign had a direct and significant
impact in reducing the number of deaths associated with drunk driving which
has been reduced by an astounding 50% since they started their work. | believe
one aspect that allowed their campaign to be successful was that they properly
portrayed the problem. They applied a very negative stigma to drunk driving.
Their commercials showed mangled vehicles along orphaned children, widowed
mothers, widower fathers, and the mangled lives left behind. Accurately
portraying the consequences of drunk driving was critical to motivate change in
our society. After all, if something appears pleasant or enjoyable, then what
would motivate one to change?
This concept is very enlightening for a Christian. Paul warned Christians about
making light of sin.

Rom 1:32, “Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which

commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but

have pleasure in them that do them.”
Let’s consider the sins that preceded this verse:

Rom 1:29-31, “Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication,

wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder,

debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 3 Backbiters, haters of God,

despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient

to parents,3 Without understanding, covenant breakers, without

natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:”
In our society we find that these sins are not only made light of, but they are
engaged in without shame. We can quickly see this if we spend any time
watching the TV. It should be no surprise that evil things that are portrayed on
TV are mimicked in our society. We make light of these behaviors and let them
entertain our children, then after time, they no longer look so evil. God has
portrayed sin as ugly and evil. When we make light of sin, we make sin look
pleasant and enjoyable. Sin is anything but fun or funny. It is a failure to behave
in the manner that God designed us and a breach against God.

Jas 4:4, “... know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity

with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the

enemy of God.”
Let’s take heed of these scripture as we walk in this life.



Prayer Requests & Announcements
> Shirley Torres, Seattle WA (Torres’ have visited our

congregation) is fighting cancer. Chemo treatments have not

been successful so they decided to stop them and pursue

other treatments to help enhance her quality of life
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evangelism

Porters plan to travel back home this Tuesday

Kass’ Grandmother has been diagnosed with Lung Cancer.
Keep April in your prayers as she deals with health issues
The Christians in the Philippines.

Bible class tomorrow night 7:00pm at Chad and Kass’ on

For prayer requests, call or text
Chad @ (208) 221-2587 or Ross @ (208) 680-6590

Assignments

Today
Bible Study — Ross Ward

Song Leader — Tom Mitchell
Lord’s Table — Chad Mitchell
Sermon — Ross Ward

Wednesday
Bible Study — Ross Ward

Song Leader — Tom Mitchell
Invitation — Ross Ward

Next Sunday
Bible Study — Ross Ward

Song Leader — Ross Ward
Lord’s Table — Tom Mitchell
Sermon - David Porter

Next Wednesday
Bible Study — Ross Ward
Song Leader — David Porter

Invitation — Ross Ward
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