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A Man’s Works Burned While He Is Saved

By Edward Bragwell
“If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” (1 Corinthians 3:15).
This verse is sometimes taken out of context to support the “once saved
always saved” doctrine. As one commentary puts it:
“If any man’s work shall be burned. If it shall not be found to bear the test of
the investigation of that day—as a cottage of wood, hay, and stubble would
not bear the application of fire. If his doctrines have not been true; if he has
had mistaken views of piety; if he has nourished feelings which he thought
were those of religion, and inculcated practices which, however well meant,
are not such as the gospel produces; if he has fallen into error of opinion,
feeling, practice, however conscientious, yet he shall suffer loss ... But he
himself shall be saved. The apostle all along has supposed that the true
foundation was laid, (1Cor 3:11;) and if that is laid, and the edifice is reared
upon that, the person who does it shall be safe. There may be much error,
and many false views of religion, and much imperfection; still the man that
is building on the true foundation shall be safe. His errors and imperfections
shall be removed, and he may occupy a lower place in heaven, but he shall
be safe.” (Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary, excerpts from comments on 1 Cor.
3:15).
In other words, according Barnes, while a Christian’s sinful works will be
burned away at judgment, the Christian himself will be saved but just with
lesser rewards than one who has taught and practiced the truth. This is a
perversion of this verse.
Having noticed what it is not saying, let’s consider what it is saying in context.



In this section, Paul deals with the immaturity and carnal mindedness of
some in the church at Corinth. They had an inordinate loyalty to men who
had taught them (“l am of Paul; ... | am of Apollos”) rather than to Christ who
had been crucified for them and in whose name, they had been baptized.
(1:13). This was causing division and strife among them.

In 3:4ff, Paul reminds them that he and Apollos were only men — servants of
God by whom they had believed. He uses two analogies for their work at
Corinth — making a crop and building a building. In verse 9, he declares that
he and Apollos were laborers together in their efforts and that the
Corinthians were God’s field or God’s building.

Using the building analogy, he declares himself to be a wise master builder
who had laid the foundation at Corinth, with others building upon that
foundation. (v. 10). They were placing various building materials upon the
foundation. So, the “work” of these builders were the disciples they were
bringing into the building — the church. He then warns those who are doing
the work of building thereon (making disciples) to take heed how they did it.
Then he lists six possible building materials available for their use — gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, and straw — three imperishable and three
perishable. These materials represent the people being added to the
building, the local church. It should always be the goal of God’s workers to
bring into the church those who are genuinely converted — those that will
survive fiery trials. The builders should make every effort to see that the
material is imperishable — gold, silver, and precious stones. This requires
careful work. It involves more than just adding to the head-count as quickly
as one can get people baptized — ready or not. It involves ample teaching to
produce a reasoned response rather rushing them into the water by
emotional manipulation. Christian workers are to “make disciples.” Making
disciples involves more than just persuading people to be baptized, it also
involves teaching them to obey all things commanded. (Matt. 28:18-20). To
be a true disciple one must FIRST “count the cost.” (Luke 14:27-28). They will
not initially know all things commanded, but they will be committed to
obeying all things commanded as they learn them. They will arise from
baptism not only rejoicing in their salvation, but also with a sense of
commitment to obey the Lord in everything — understanding there will be a
cost to pay.

However, being as careful as he can to lay on the foundation lasting
materials, a builder (one making disciples) of the Lord’s building will, through
no fault of his own, bring in some materials that prove to be perishable



(wood, hay and straw). When the trials of fire, that God’s people must
endure, arise these people will be burned off but the faithful builder himself
will be saved. He will suffer loss when the person he has carefully built into
the building apostatizes, but he himself will be saved.

So, taken in context, our verse means:

“If any man’s work [disciples made] shall be burned [fall away], he [disciples
maker] shall suffer loss: but he himself [disciples maker] shall be saved; yet
so as by fire [disciples maker will himself face the same fire].” (My comments
in brackets — eb).

Anticipation

By Ross Ward

As the holiday season approaches it is likely that we are all anxiously
anticipating family gatherings. Today, we often keep in touch over social
media but there is still something special about reuniting with distant family
members. Maybe it will be our parents, siblings, or our children and
grandchildren. It may be that we return to a place in which we have fond
memories. This anticipation warms the heart and has our minds focused
upon the day we can once again enjoy one another’s company. We will be
making plans for travel, meals, and possibly activities we will engage in
together. Itis certainly an uplifting time of the year. For a Christian, there is
a much greater event we anticipate, Heaven. We may not always consider
the day we leave this earth as an event we should anticipate but the bible
instructs us that we are to be preparing for that day. Jesus’ parable of the 5
wise and 5 foolish bridesmaids is found in Matthew 25 and is written to
instruct his disciples about the end of time. In this parable Jesus teaches that
we are to always be prepared for That Day, because it will not come with
warning. God blesses us with years of life and He instructs us to focus these
years on making preparations for eternity. Those who are prepared can
joyfully anticipate this day of reunion with all the faithful, being invited into
eternal bliss. Those who are not prepared have an equally bad destiny.



Prayer Requests & Announcements
> Mitchell’s, Empey’s, Porter’s & Ben will be traveling over the
Thanksgiving Holiday.
» Keep April in your prayers as she deals with health issues
» The Christians in the Philippines.
» Bible class this evening at 6:00pm at Chad and Kass’ on
evangelism

For prayer requests, call or text
Chad @ (208) 221-2587 or Ross @ (208) 680-6590

Assignments
Today Wednesday
Bible Study — Ross Ward Bible Study — Ross Ward
Song Leader — David Porter Song Leader — David Porter
Lord’s Table — Tom Mitchell Invitation — Ross Ward
Sermon — Ross Ward
Next Sunday Next Wednesday
Bible Study — Ross Ward Bible Study — Chad Mitchell
Song Leader — Ross Ward Song Leader — Ben Palmer
Lord’s Table — Ross Ward Invitation — Ross Ward
Sermon — Ross Ward
Blackfoot Church of Christ Meeting Times:
370 North Shilling Ave. Sunday Morning Classes 10:00AM
Blackfoot, Idaho 83221 Sunday Morning Worship 11:00AM

Wednesdav Evening 7:30PM
fﬂ www.facebook.com @blackfootchurch
www.blackfootchurch.com
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