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Does Appealing to God’s Infinite Knowledge
Equate to “Don’t Ask Question”?

By Doy Moyer

The wisdom, knowledge, and understanding of God are infinite and beyond our
ability to fully comprehend (Rom 11:33; Eph 3:20; Psa 147:5; Isa 40:12-13).
There is no one greater than God (Heb 6:13). God is not amenable to a higher
standard than Himself and He is not obligated to answer to human beings,
creatures that He created with life that He owns. If we are talking about the God
in the Scriptures, these matters are indisputable.

There is another issue that many struggle to see as being consistent with the
above. How can we, on the one hand, affirm these features about God, but on
the other hand say that we encourage questions and want people to search for
truth? When someone asks hard questions about God, don’t we shut them
down by appealing to the infinite knowledge and power of God? Does that not
discourage questions? For example, if one asks, “How can we accept a God who
committed genocide in the Old Testament?” and our answer appeals to our
ignorance and God’s knowledge, are we not, in effect, saying, “Don’t ask those
guestions because we don’t know the answer”? How do we reconcile our appeal
to God’s infinite omni-attributes and also encourage the hard questions?

We must never compromise the character of God. No matter what else we may
think, God remains God. We cannot change Him in our minds just because we
want something more palatable or easier to understand. That creates a false
god, an idol that we control. This will never be acceptable and will always be
detrimental to faith.



At the same time, we do want to encourage the tough questions. Is that
contradicted by the way we appeal to God? Not at all. We must distinguish
between what is actually knowable to us and what is beyond our grasp. We can
provide a framework for answering tough questions and provide possibilities,
but we must acknowledge what is speculative and what is actually within our
ability to know.

We must distinguish between the “need to know” because it is our business and
what is within divine purview. We understand this principle in human relations.
For example, employees do not know everything that the employer typically
knows about the business and why certain decisions must be made. Christians
in a local congregation will not be privy to everything that shepherds have access
to and on which they will base some judgments. Parents will know what their
children do not know, and they will make decisions that the children, no matter
how inquisitive, will simply not understand. Individuals have knowledge and
reasons no one else would have that factors into the decisions they make. In
these cases, it is generally understood that some matters are not “my business”
and | need to respect the boundaries and the recognize various realms in which
people operate. | cannot know everything, and | need to be careful about the
kinds of judgments | make about others when they operate within a different
circle of knowledge and responsibility, particularly since they do not answer to
me.

How much greater is the knowledge and responsibility gap between us and God?
If He has knowledge that we have no access to, then we need to be careful about
how we critique Him. That doesn’t mean we cannot have questions; it means
that some questions are asking about what lies outside our purview. Moses told
Israel, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words
of this law” (Deut 29:29). Will we say that God is wrong for retaining knowledge
and understanding that we cannot have?

We may find dissatisfaction in this because when it comes to the hard questions,
and all we can do is speculate, we may feel that we have been shortchanged.
Does God not owe us answers? The book of Job delves into this very area. Job
thought God owed him answers about his own situation, but in the end he had
to learn to trust God even when he did not understand. “Will you even put Me



in the wrong? Will you condemn Me that you may be in the right?” (Job 40:8) As
a parent will sometimes tell a child, “Trust me because you wouldn’t understand
if 1 told you,” so God, in His infinite wisdom and knowledge, may tell us, “Trust
Me. | know what I’'m doing.” We don’t need to know it all.

Maybe that’s part of the point. We want to have faith as long as it doesn’t
require... faith (think about it). Can we learn to trust God even when we don’t
understand, when the realm in which He operates is beyond our ability to fully
comprehend? That does not discourage the questions, but it does encourage
true faith. Parents want their children to trust that they know what is best for
them. How much more does God know what is best for us? Ask the questions,
but also be prepared to accept, by faith, that there are some reasons residing
within the mind of God that, in His infinite wisdom, are best left there.

Invisible Attributes Clearly Seen #1872

by swordtips, Joe Price

“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse,” (Romans 1:20, NKJV)

Evidence for the presence and power of God has existed since the creation of
the world. Just as the invisible trait of intelligence is seen in the product made
by the automobile designer and maker, the inorganic and organic systems of the
universe reveal the (invisible) intelligence of our Creator. Again, the (invisible)
power of electricity is used to create a car. Without sufficient power, the auto
parts (much less the assembly line used to put them together) would yield no
assembled automobile. The power unleashed to create the universe (much less
sustain it) cannot be successfully denied — or explained — by the materialist.
Speculations, hypotheses, and “maybes” are all they can propose. The truth is
that nothing comes from nothing. It is precisely our Creator’s deity that gives
context and capability to the power necessary to create and sustain the cosmos.
We are without excuse for being under wrath when we refuse to honor God and
be thankful of His creative blessings (Rom. 1:20-21, 18). It is truly futile and
foolish to reject the “clearly seen” evidence of God’s power and Godhood, for
“the heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork”
(Rom 1:21-22; Ps 19:1).



Prayer Requests & Announcements

» Tom & Kate are traveling

» Richard Empey’s sister has a growth on her lung. Still running
diagnostic test

» Carla, Brenda’s Cousin is recovering from a fractured pelvis

» Dottie Henderson was in Hospital with heart issues

» Eddie & Elaine Nixon (uncle and aunt to Tom & Ray) are
recovering from health issues

» Sylvia Ward, Ross’s Mom, continues in home rehab

» Scott Boucher (Sparks NV) cancer treatment have not been
successful

» Keep April in your prayers as she deals with health issues

» The Christians in the Philippines

For prayer requests, call or text
Chad @ (208) 221-2587 or Ross @ (208) 680-6590

Worship Assignments
Today Wednesday
Song Leader — Tom Mitchell Song Leader — Ross Ward
Lord’s Table — Chad Mitchell Invitation — David Porter

Meeting Times:

Blackfoot Church of Christ Sunday Morning Classes 10:00AM
370 North Shilling Ave. Sunday Morning Worship 11:00AM
Blackfoot, Idaho 83221 Wednesday Evening 7:30PM

l‘]‘ www.facebook.com @blackfootchurch
www.blackfootchurch.com
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