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Don’t Downplay Obedience

By Doy Moyer

Obedience (submitting to and keeping God’s commandments) is one of
those concepts that can get downplayed because of how it sounds. If we
“have to” obey, then love and grace are diminished. If we “have to” obey,
then our stress is on the wrong idea. Obedience just kind of sounds
oppressive to us, especially in a time that would also see terms like
submission and authority as outdated and tyrannical. Obedience is seen as
opposite of mercy, and this perception has, | fear, hurt us.

Obedience is not at all contrary to love and grace. In fact, they are intricately
tied together in Scripture. For example, read Titus 2:11-14 to see that grace
teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly passions so that we can live
soberly, righteously, and godly while we await the coming of our Lord. If we
refuse to obey God, we cannot think that we are living according to His grace.

Most who claim to be Christians would likely say that they want to follow
Jesus and the example He set. Who could argue with that? What, then, does
Jesus have to say about the matter of obedience, particularly as it is tied to
love? Listen to Him, from the Gospel of John:

“I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He
has no claim on me, but | do as the Father has commanded me, so that the
world may know that | love the Father” (John 14:31).



Note how Jesus ties these ideas together. The way that the world would
know that Jesus loves the Father is that “l do as the Father has commanded
me.” His ultimate demonstration of this was in going to the cross. The proof
of love is found in obedience. If we wish to follow the example set by Jesus,
then we need to have the same attitude: we obey what God commands so
that we may demonstrate our love for Him. Love and obedience cannot be
separated here. This combination is found in multiple places. Keeping the
commandments demonstrate love.

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15).

“Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me.
And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and | will love him and
manifest myself to him ... If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words.” (John 14:21, 23, 24).

“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have
kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things | have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This
is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. Greater
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You
are my friends if you do what I command you.” (John 15:10-14)

John also shows the same combination in his epistles. Notice, too, how he
argues that knowing God and keeping His commandments are necessary
corollaries.

“And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his
commandments. Whoever says ‘I know him’ but does not keep his
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his
word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we
are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in
which he walked.” (1 John 2:3-6)



“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. For
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world—our faith.” (1 John 5:2-4)

Scripture, then, is quite clear on this point (and we've barely touched on
what Paul wrote here). If we love God, we will keep His commandments. If
we love the people of God, we will keep God’s commandments. If we want
to know God, we will keep His commandments.

We need, then, to stop downplaying the role of obedience. | get it. We don’t
want to diminish grace and mercy. However, this is not one of those
either/or situations, but a both/and, for it is by the grace and mercy of God
that He has revealed His will and given us the opportunity to be reconciled
to Him. Obedience in itself is not what saves us, as if it is to be divorced from
grace and therefore qualify as earning salvation. No! Absolutely not! Keeping
God’s commandments, are, however, one of the signal ways in which we
show that we love God and love His people.

In other words, we cannot rightly say that know or love God without
following His commandments.

“And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments...” (2 John
6).



Prayer Requests & Announcements

» Ginger is recovering well from surgery on her knee this week

» Tom & Kate are traveling

» Brenda, Richard Empey’s sister, is awaiting results from test on
a mass they found

» Carla, Brenda’s Cousin is recovering from a fractured pelvis

» Eddie Nixon (uncle to Tom & Ray) Passed away yesterday, His
Wife Elain is recovering from health issues

» Sylvia Ward, Ross’s Mom, continues in home rehab

» Scott Boucher (Sparks NV) cancer treatment have not been

successful

Keep April in your prayers as she deals with health issues

The Christians in the Philippines

Men’s meeting Saturday 1/25, starting at 9:00am
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For prayer requests, call or text
Chad @ (208) 221-2587 or Ross @ (208) 680-6590

Worship Assignments

Today Wednesday
Song Leader — David Porter Song Leader — Chad Mitchell

Lord’s Table — Ben Palmer Invitation — David Porter

Blackfoot Church of Christ Meeting Times:
370 North Shilling Ave. Sunday Morning Classes 10:00AM

Blackfoot. Idaho 83221 Sunday Morning Worship 11:00AM
Wednesday Evening 7:30PM

l‘]‘ www.facebook.com @blackfootchurch
www.blackfootchurch.com
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